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Remarks During a Visit to the
Jericho Program in Baltimore,
Maryland

January 29, 2008

Thank you all for coming. I'm proud to
be standing with you men. Thank you very
much. Thank you very much for your hospi-
tality.

Last night in my State of the Union, I high-
lighted the important work being done by
faith-based organizations. This morning I was
pleased to visit one of these inspiring groups,
the Episcopal Community Services of Mary-
land, right here in Baltimore. I cannot thank
you enough for the chance to take a tour.
And Bonnie, you and your staff have been
most hospitable.

I've come to look firsthand at the Jericho
Program, which is helping former prisoners
make a successful transition back to society.
There’s no more important goal than to help
good souls become—come back to our soci-
ety as productive citizens. I'm honored to
have been with those who have worked hard
to deal with their circumstances in such a
way that they become productive citizens.
I'm standing next to two such men, and I
met probably seven others downstairs.

I do want to thank Bonnie Ariano for join-
ing me and the Secretary. I'm going to talk
about the Secretary’s role here in a minute,
in this important program. I thank very much
Greg Carpenter, a former prisoner who is
now a mentor, a leader in this program. And
he’s a—TI appreciate his heart.

I welcome Jay Hein, Director of the Office
of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives at
the White House. I do want to thank State
Senator David Brinkley for joining us. Sen-
ator, I'm proud you're here. I appreciate the
Jericho staff. T want to thank the Episcopal
Community Services of Maryland board of
directors. I appreciate you all coming. I thank
you very much for supporting this program.

When I came into office, the Nation’s tra-
ditions of religious freedom and equal oppor-
tunity were facing unnecessary obstacles.
Throughout America, religious and commu-
nity groups were providing effective assist-
ance to people in need, but there was a great
reluctance on the part of the Federal Gov-
ernment to help them. There was the notion
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that somehow that there needed to be a clear
separation of church and state, and therefore,
we shouldn’t be using taxpayers” money to
help programs that were helping to meet im-
portant national goals.

Unfortunately, in some instances where
there was an interface with Government,
people were told that in order to interface,
you have to take the cross off the wall or
take down the Star of David. In other words,
you had to abandon the very principle by
which you existed in the first place. And it
made no sense. If a program was effective
because they were willing to recognize a
higher power, if a program was effective be-
cause people responded because they felt a
call from a higher power, then to deny the
higher power really reduced the effective-
ness of the program.

And so 7 years ago, my administration cre-
ated the White House Office of Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives to deal with this
problem. We wanted to focus our Govern-
ment and taxpayers’ money on solutions, on
effective programs, and we recognized that
many of the effective programs existed in the
faith community. Washington, DC, often-
times is a process-oriented town. We need
to work hard to make it a results-oriented
town. And if one of the compelling national
interests is to help good people who have
been in prison come back and readjust and
learn skills and the attitudes necessary to be
a productive citizen, if that’s an important
national concern, then we ought to turn to
programs that are meeting those results.
That’s what we ought to do.

And that’s what's happening right here.
That's why I'm here. This is a program that
is working, and it is supported by the Federal
Government, and it should be.

Since 2001, the Government has leveled
the playing field. That’s one of our objectives
early on in my administration, was to level
the playing field, to make it easier for faith-
based and community groups to compete for
billions of dollars in Federal grants, grants
that would help them accomplish their objec-
tives.

With this newfound support, America’s
faith-based groups are getting results. If you
ask people here, is a program working? The
answer is, absolutely. It’s one thing to ask
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the Director; more importantly, it’s another
thing to ask those who have benefited. These
are men who were, in some ways, lost and
lonely and found love and redemption at Jeri-
cho. I'm going to talk about them in just a
second.

But there are all kinds of programs that
are helping meet our national needs and
goals. There are programs to help provide
mentors for 70,000 children whose parents
are incarcerated. There are programs to help
deal with drug addiction and alcohol addic-
tion, programs to help young people in our
inner cities escape gangs. These are all pro-
grams where a faith-based or community
group has dedicated their lives to solve a
problem. And it makes sense for the Federal
Government to give these programs a chance
to access taxpayers’ money.

When we begin the work, we didn’t settle
for just opening an office in the White
House; we opened 11 offices for faith-based
and community initiatives throughout the
Federal Government. It’s one thing for the
White House to have an office, but most of
the money—or all the money, for that matter
is appropriated to different Cabinet officers
and their secretariats, and then those dis-
tribute the money. And so we wanted to
make sure that this faith-based initiative was
rooted throughout the Government.

And one of the offices is at the Depart-
ment of Labor, ably headed by Secretary
Elaine Chao. She’s a member of my Cabinet.
Every year, nearly 650,000 men and women
are released from prison, and one of her top
priorities, along with the Department of Jus-
tice, is to help those readjust to our society.
And there’s a compelling reason to: half the
people getting released from prison go back.
And the idea is to help deal with that issue.
We don’t want people going back to prison.
We want to help them readjust in society.
And it turns out that faith-based programs
are very effective. And this is such a program.

The whole purpose of Jericho is a prisoner
reentry initiative. That’s why you exist. It’s
interesting how a program like this works.
This is a small program, really, to some of
the really large faith-based programs. And by
the way, part of our initiative was to encour-
age what I call social entrepreneurship. It’s
to stand side by side with smaller programs,
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because smaller programs, when theyre
proved to be successful, turn out to be larger
programs. And larger programs obviously
help more people, but they also serve as an
example.

I like the fact that you call yourselves “the
Jericho.” After all, the walls came tumbling
down. That's what’s happening here. Old
walls are tumbling down, and new lives are
being built.

One of the great things about a faith-based
program—one of the great aspects of a faith-
based program is, there’s a lot of people in
our society who hear the call to love a neigh-
bor. That’s, after all, one of the key tenets
of faith, love a neighbor like you'd be—like
to love—be loved yourself. And so what you
find here is programs supported by people
who want to make a difference in our society,
and it doesn’t require a government law to
cause them to do so. You need to pass a law
and sign a law that says, you will love your
neighbor; there’s a higher law that does that.
And these programs just gather that love and
work to save societies one soul at a time.

And we've got two such souls here.
Adolphus Mosely—he came here last sum-
mer after having been released from prison,
and he graduated from one of Jericho’s work
training programs. And he started—got him
anew job. And he’s proud of that.

By the way, first, there’s a—people have
got to come here and realize that there are
people who love them and want to help
them. And second, there is the practical ap-
plication of helping somebody find work. Ad-
diction is hard to overcome. As you might
remember, I drank too much at one time
in my life. T understand faith-based pro-
grams. I understand that sometimes you can
find the inspiration from a higher power to
solve an addiction problem. This program
helps along these folks who have—had been
dealing with addictions.

I also appreciate Thomas Boyd. He spent
nearly 4 years in prison. He came here in
September. And thanks to the program, he’s
got a new dilemma: He had to choose be-
tween several job offers. [Laughter] That’s
a good dilemma to have. He’s supporting
himself. He’s—both these men are reunited
with their daughters. They find great pride
in the fact that they have chosen a path with
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the help of the folks at Jericho. They shared
with me their love for their little girls, and
I know the feeling. And I appreciate the fact
that, you know, that you're on your feet and
you're feeling good and strong and you're as-
suming the responsibility of fatherhood.

And so I've come to herald programs such
as the Jericho Program. Our Government
should not fear the influence of faith in our
society. We ought to welcome faith-based
programs. Last night I called on the Govern-
ment to make the charitable choice provi-
sions of our law permanent. We shouldn’t
say to programs such as this, we’ll help you
through a Department of Labor and Justice
grant, and then turn our back on the program
when it’s successful. There ought to be con-
sistency of policy. Our Government ought to
welcome results. We ought to say, thank God
there are people such as this in our neighbor-
hoods and societies helping these good men.

So it’s an honor to be here. I'm proud to
be in the presence of Americans who care
deeply about our country and are willing to
do something about the future of the country
by helping lost souls find love and hope in
their lives. And I want to thank the—I want
to thank very much the Episcopal Commu-
nity Services for sponsoring this program.

Again, I want to thank you all for leading
with your hearts. Thank these two good men
for joining me today. God bless you. Proud
to be with you. Thank you.

All right. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at the
Robert M. Davis House. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Bonnie Ariano, director, and Greg Car-
penter, coordinator for mentoring and training,
Jericho Program.

Remarks on Signing the Executive
Order on Protecting American
Taxpayers From Government
Spending on Wasteful Earmarks
January 29, 2008

Director Nussle, thank you. Before I sign
the Executive order on earmarks, I do want
to congratulate the House of Representatives
for overwhelmingly passing a economic
growth package that will help our economy.
The temptation is going to be for the Senate
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to load it up. My concerns is that we need
to get this bill out of the Senate and on my
desk so the checks can get in the hands of
our consumers and our businesses can be as-
sured of the incentives necessary to make in-
vestments.

Anyway, I do want to thank the Speaker
and Leader Boehner for working quickly and
working in a bipartisan fashion. This is a very
good start.

And now I'm going to sign this Executive
order. Last night I said that it’s very impor-
tant for Congress to earn the trust of the
American taxpayer, and one way they should
do sois to end the practice of earmarks. Now,
I said last year that they should voluntarily
cut the number in half—not only the number
but the amount of earmarks in half. They
chose not to do so. So last night I told the
Congress that I would veto any bill, appro-
priations bill, that does not cut the number
and the amount of earmarks in half.

Secondly, there’s a practice here in Wash-
ington—and I'm not sure many of our citi-
zens understand it takes place—where Mem-
bers just put in special spending projects into
what's called report language. That means
that these projects never were voted on,
never really saw the light of day. And this
Executive order says that any such earmarks
this year and into the future will be ignored
by this administration and, hopefully, future
administrations, unless those spending
projects were voted on by the Congress.

The American people expect there to be
transparency in the process. They expect the
people to be—here in Washington to be wise
about how they spend their money. And this
Executive order will go a long way toward
sending that signal to the Congress and, at
the same time, earning the trust of the Amer-
ican people.

So, Mr. Director, thank you for your lead-
ership on the issue. It was the right course
of action to take, and I am proud to have
signed the Executive order. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:38 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Office of Management and Budget
Director James A. Nussle. He also referred to Ex-
ecutive Order 13457.



